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The Review: Hotel Shangri-la

Former Tower Bar chef Dakota Weiss has helped make Hotel Shangri-la's cozy dining room a
spot to check into.

:
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By S. Irene Virbila, Los Angeles Times Restaurant Critic
October 14, 2010
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The Dining Room in
Santa Monica . ' .
Hotel dining rooms don't come much cozier than the one at

. the updated Hotel Shangri-la on Ocean Boulevard in Santa
Top reviewed

restaurants of the
L.A. Times

Monica. The chairs are round, barrel-shaped numbers with
deep tobacco-colored leather cushions and a propensity for
swiveling, the better to check out the quiet scene. The theme is
Art Deco, to echo the 1939 hotel's architecture. And because

Sugar and spice make
an unexpectedly nice

dessert the dining room is so, well, small, it feels more like a posh
private club than like a restaurant that takes reservations.

Beer of the Month:

ﬁ?t};an's Brewing Kilt  Bysiness has been so sparse recently, though, it's just possible

I was the only one who took the trouble to make them. And
Culinary SOS: Chilled
avocado and
watercress soup with

that's a shame, because the food from former Tower Bar chef
Dakota Weiss is really quite good. So is the service. OK,
maybe the waiters are actors (they're all certainly attractive
enough). But, if so, they're playing the part to perfection,

Wine of the week:
2009 Chateau d'Epiré
Savennieres 'Cuvée

because I really believed they knew what they were doing.
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Sl Wine is never poured too high in the glass. Water is refilled
peciaie when it needs it, not just to make a show of doing so. The

See more stories »  right plates are set down in front of the people who ordered

them. Cocktails are strong and well-made. All this, and the

palisades and the Pacific just across the street.
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Hotel restaurants used to be so formal, they were the last
bastion for those in search of a quiet dinner. Though the
Shangri-la's restaurant is much more casual, the noise level
most nights is civilized enough that I was able to catch up with

The Diabetes Lies old friends one night recently without being tortured by a

Learn About The 7 Deadly Diabetes
Lies from Dr. Julian Whitaker.
DrWhitaker.com

heavy-metal soundtrack. Another night, even though a dozen
or so guests were celebrating a friend's birthday, the volume
wasn't amped up so much you couldn't talk. If you want that

L.A. Restaurant Coupons kind of crazy scene, try Boa or Ivy at the Shore down the

Save 50-90% On Top-Rated L.A.
Restaurants. Tasty Deals Every
Day!

www.Groupon.com/LA

street. But you'll eat better here.

Get breaking news alerts delivered to your mobile phone. Text
BREAKING to 52669.

Shangri-la's menu is not hotel solemn but lighthearted and
playful. The bar and the dining room are essentially one
space. Come in for a drink or a glass of wine and a small plate
or two. Stop there, or stay for dinner and order something
more substantial.

I like that Weiss has credited everyone on the crew at the bottom of the menu. They deserve a
mention because they're doing a good job. The food comes out fast and well-executed. She's not
aiming for the stars or a shot at a "Top Chef" competition, just providing hotel guests and anybody
else with accessible, heartwarming comfort food at prices lower than most hotel dining rooms. She's
just added a special three-course menu on Tuesday nights for $15, and every night there's one main
course priced at $15.

You could start out with a bright octopus ceviche cut in coin-sized slices and doused in lots of lime,
or a deconstructed shrimp cocktail with a gutsy cocktail sauce. Shredded short ribs on a soft bun
make terrific sliders. But my favorite starter is either the spicy grilled lamb sausage or the truffled egg
toast. The latter is an inch-thick slice of lightly toasted brioche with a fried egg on top, the yolk still
runny. The truffled part? Truffle oil, of course, but here used so discreetly that it just gives the toast a
hint of mystery. Cut into finger-width slices, it's fun to have with a glass of wine.

The flatbread is excellent. I know, I know, we've all come across some terrible disappointments in the
rush to outdo pizza at its own game. Here, the oblong-shaped crust is grilled, which gives it a certain
chewiness, but the toppings aren't shy about flavor. I liked the one covered with a slurry of spicy
paprika-streaked Spanish chorizo sausage and Petit Basque sheep's milk cheese. And the version with
wild mushrooms and a velvety layer of fontina cheese is just as delicious cut into elongated triangles.

You don't often see an omelet as an entree on a dinner menu, but here it's welcome, embellished with
black truffle and cooked so it's lovely and runny at the center. Another long-forgotten dish is chicken
Cordon Bleu, chicken breast pounded and rolled up with prosciutto and cheese, then dipped in panko
bread crumbs and fried. It's served sliced, the better to show off its spiral structure. But it's not all
looks. The flavors just pop. Coq au vin served as a special one night is made with only dark meat,
saucy and luscious served on a bed of mashed potatoes dotted with green peas. Sliced sweet baby
corn gives the dish a touch of sweetness.

She's got a classic steak frites, this one a culotte cut and served with skinny fries showered with
Parmesan (and too much salt one night). Weiss turns out a good, straight-ahead burger too, which I'd
be happy to enjoy before a film or after a walk on the beach. While the sirloin beef itself isn't
especially flavorful, the burger is thick and juicy, cooked to a perfect medium-rare as ordered. It
comes with caramelized onions, sharp cheddar and the usual fixings on a shiny domed bun.

Of the side dishes, mac 'n' cheese is a must. A svelte, creamy cheddar sauce, made with Fair Tire ale,
cloaks each piece of macaroni — just the way it should. Fat asparagus are served with a bergamot-
perfumed mayonnaise. And sautéed spinach is embellished with shiitake mushrooms. Vegetarians
could easily put two or three of the sides together to make a meal.

For dessert, pass up the oatmeal-topped strawberry crisp for the silky butterscotch pot de creme
crowned with a perfect lacy cookie. Or order up a chorus line of bite-size chocolate cupcakes, each
wearing a swirl of dark chocolate frosting that makes it look like a little troll.

Just before leaving one night, I went through a door to the right of the bar to discover a huge inner
courtyard patio where you can also eat. You won't have the same view of sea and sky, but then again
those attractions are only visible before dark. You can enjoy more privacy too. And if you or your
companion is dressed more for the tropics than Santa Monica, he or she can bask under the heat
lamps without having to resort to a sweater or shawl.

Far north of the glitzy venues on Ocean Boulevard, the Shangri-la remains more of an insider's spot,
somewhere to go for a quiet dinner away from the crowd. Good things sometimes come in surprising
packages.

THE DINING ROOM AT HOTEL SHANGRI-1A
RATING: Two stars

LOCATION: The Dining Room, Hotel Shangri-la, 1301 Ocean Ave., Santa Monica; (310) 394-2791;
http://www.shangrila-hotel.com.

PRICE: Raw bar and seafood, $12 to $18; salads and sandwiches, $10 to $23; grilled flatbreads, $14;
small plates, $7 to $12; main courses, $18 to $39; sides, $5 to $7; desserts, $3 to $7. Tuesday night
three-course menu, $15. Bar menu items (served until midnight), $7. Corkage, $25.

DETAILS: Open 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday and Monday, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday to Thursday and 77
a.m. to midnight Friday and Saturday. Brunch served on weekend mornings. Valet parking, $6 for
two hours, with validation.

Rating is based on food, service and ambience, with price taken into account in relation to quality.
*¥*¥¥. Outstanding on every level. ***: Excellent. **: Very good. *: Good. No star: Poor to satisfactory.

irene.virbila@latimes.com
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